
 

 

 

 

  

rf;fuehw;fhypNa vdJ ghjq;fs; 

,J xU ,Unkhop glf;fijg; Gj;jfk; 

 

n[Hkdpy;   - /g;uhd;]; N[h]/g; `{Iepf; 

   Mq;fpyj;jpy; -  Nufh fhkj; 

jkpopy;     -  cj;uh Jiuuh[d; & ntz;zpyh uh[h 

   glq;fs;        -  md;Ndf;ul;  upl;lu;  
  kPz;Lk; tiue;jtu; - mtpdh\; Nj\;ghz;Nl 

 

  

(R.Vennila, B.Sc. Physics (2015-17), Dwaraka Doss Goverdhan Doss Vaishnav College, Chennai, India) 

 

MY FEET ARE THE WHEEL - CHAIR 
 

           Author      :    Franz-Joseph Huainigg 

    Illustrator      :   Annegret Ritter 

         Redrawn by     :   Avinash Deshpande 

English translation  :   Dr. Rekha Kamath 

   Tamil translation  :   Uthra Dorairajan & 

                                        Vennila Raja 
 



Hindi translation: Arvind Gupta 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

khHfpj; xU rpd;dg; ngz;. mtshy; elf;f ,ayhJ. rf;fu ehw;fhypNa mtsJ 

ghjq;fs;. khHfpj; Rje;jpukhdts;, FJfyk; kpf;fts ;. mts; gy;nghUs; 

mq;fhbf;Fr;  nry;Yk;NghJ  rpy Nrhfkhd mDgtq;fisAk;> rpy cw;rhfkhd 

tp\aq;fisAk;; vjpHnfhs;fpwhs;. kw;wtHfs; mtis  ghtkhf gupjhgkhf 

ghHg;gJ mtSf;Fg; gpbf;ftpy;iy. kw;w Foe;ijfisg;NghyNt ,tSlDk; 

,ay;ghfg; gofNtz;Lk; vd;W Mirg;gLfpwhs;. filrpapy; mtSf;;F xU 

ez;gd; fpilf;fpwhd ;, mtdhy; kfpo;r;rp fpilf;fpwJ. 

 

Margit is a little girl. She is unable to walk. Her feet are the wheel-chair. 

Margit is an independent and high spirited girl. 

She visits a super market where she has some sad and 

 some joyous encounters. 

She doesn’t like being pitied. She wants to be treated like other children. 

In the end she finds a friend which makes her feel wanted and happy. 
 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

khHfpj; jpdKk; fhiy 7kzpf;F tpopg;ghs;. J}f;fj;NjhL gLf;ifapy; 

mkHths;. gpwF mts; jahuhfj; njhlq;Fths;. fhyzpia mzpa 

rpukg;gLths;. mtsJ iftpuy;fshy; ghjq;fisj; njhLtJ mtSf;F 

mupJ. jpdKk; 8kzpf;F khHfpj; jahuhfp tpLths;. mtsJ fhy;fis 

gLf;ifapypUe;J fl;bypd; %iyf;F efHj;jp efHj;jp vOe;J tUths;. 

 

Margit wakes up every morning at seven o’clock. 

Sleepily she sits up in bed. Then she begins to get dressed. 

She finds it difficult to slip into her shoes. 

Her fingers can barely reach her toes. 

Every morning at eight Margit is dressed and ready. 

Then she holds her legs and pulls them over the edge of the bed. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

            

 

 

 

      

 

 

 

 

fhiy czT jahuhf Nkirapy; ,Uf;fpwJ. “mk;kh, [hk; vLj;Jtu 

KbAkh?” vd;W Nfl;lhs; khHfpj;. “mJ mykhwpapy; cs;sJ” vd;w 

gjpy; te;jJ. khHfpj; jhNd mij vLj;Jf;nfhz;lhs;. ahiuAk; 

rq;flg;gLj;jhjJ re;Njh\k; je;jJ. “vdf;fhf khHf;nfl; Nghtpah?” 

vd;W Nfl;lhs; mk;kh. “fl;lhak;”, clNd nrhd;dhs;. Kjy;Kiwahf 

jdpahfr; nry;yg;Nghfpwhs;. “Vd;dy;yhk; thq;fZk;kh?”. “xU ypl;lH 

ghy;> 6 Mg;gps;fs;. ghHj;J gj;jpukh Nghtpah nry;yk;?” “ftiy 

glhjPq;fk;kh”. khHfpj; ngUikAld;, Kfk;kyu nghUl;fis thq;ff; 

fpsk;gpdhs;.  

Breakfast is already on the table. 

“Mummy, can you bring me the jam?” asks Margit. 

“It’s in the cupboard,” comes the answer from the living room. 

Margit gets the jam herself. She is happy not to have someone waiting on her. 

“Will you go shopping for me ?” asks her mother. 

“I’d love to,” says Margit readily. 

It is the first time that she is being allowed to go to the supermarket alone. 

“What all should I bring ?” she asks excitedly. 

“A litre of milk and six apples. Will you be able to manage it on your own ?” 

“Certainly,” smiles Margit and goes off proudly to do the shopping. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

mts;> njUf;fspd; re;jbia kpfTk; tpUk;gpdhs;. tpLKiw ehl;fs;. 

Foe;ijfs; njUf;fspy; tpisahbf; nfhz;bUe;jhHfs;. khHfpj; 

epd;whs;. Ntbf;if ghHj;;jhs;. mtHfs; ];fpg;gpq; Fjpj;Jk;, ge;J 

tpisahbAk;, Xbgpbj;Jk; tpisahbf; nfhz;bUe;jhHfs;. nfhQ;rk; 

tUj;jkhf ,Ue;jJ mtSf;F. mtSk; mtHfSld; tpisahl 

kpfTk; Mirg;gl;lhs;. 

Margit likes the life on the street. 

It’s holiday time and children are playing everywhere. 

Margit stops and watches them skip, play ball and catch-catch. 

She is a little sad. She would have loved to play with them. 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

mq;Nf, ikjhdj;jpypUe;J mioj;Jf; nfhz;LNghf xU 

Fl;bg;ngz;Nzhl mk;kh te;jhH. Ml! mtHfs; ,UtUk; xUtiu 

xUtH mg;gb ghHj;jhHfs;!! 

$l;lkhf rpWtHfs; rpyH xU igaid Nfyp nra;Jnfhz;bUe;jijf; 

fz;lhs; khHfpj;. r;rP, Nkhrk;;! mtHfs;> mtid “rptg;GKb igah, 

neUg;G Nga; igah…” vd Nfyp nra;jdH. me;jg; igad; 

ghHg;gjw;F kw;w Foe;ijfisg;Nghy ,y;iy vd;gjhNyNa ,g;gb 

fpz;ly;.  

 

At the playground she sees a girl whose mother has just come to fetch her. 

They look at each other curiously. 

Then Margit sees a group of children teasing a boy. She finds it mean. 

“Red-head, fire-devil . . . . !” they shout after him. 

Just because he doesn’t look like the other children. 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

rpyH khHfpj;ij tho;j;jpdhHfs;> mtHfis mtSf;F njupahJ 

vd;wNghJk;! Kjypy; kfpo;r;rpahf ,Ue;jhYk;, “,tHfs; vy;yhUk; Vd; 

vd;id ,g;gb ghHf;fpwhHfs;?” vd;W tpae;jhs;. mJTk; f/Ngapy; 

,Ug;gtH Vd; ,g;gbg; ghHf;fpwhH. %d;whtJ Kiwaha; mts; jpUk;gpg; 

ghHj;jNghJk;$l mtisNa Kiwj;Jf;nfhz;bUe;jhH. 

 

 

Many people greet Margit, although she dosen’t know them. 

At first she is pleased about it, but then she wonders, 

“Why is everyone looking at me like that ?” 

Especially the man in the cafe. 

Even when she turns around a third time, he is still staring. 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

       

 
 
 

khHfpj; nra;jpj;jhs;;fil Kd; epd;whs;. mq;fpUe;j Fz;L tpw;gidg; 

ngz;zpkzpaplk; tzf;fk; $wpdhs; khHfpj;. “mlf;flTNs!”, 

me;jg;ngz; myupdhs;. “,t;tsT ngupa jz;lidah? mJTk; ,e;jr; 

rpWtajpy;!" mtkhdj;jpdhy; khHfpj; mq;fpUe;J rlrlntd 

tpyfpdhs;. 

 

 

Margit stops for a while at the newspaper stand. 

She greets the fat sales-lady. 

“Oh my god,” she cries. 

“What a punishment, and so young too!” 

Embarrassed, Margit goes away as quickly as she can. 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

                            

 

                     

ikjhdj;jpy; ghHj;jpUe;j rpWkpia kPz;Lk; ,q;Nf Jzpf;fil Kd;Nd 

ghHj;jhs; khHfpj;. mtSila mk;kh Jzpfis Nehl;lkpl;Lf; 

nfhz;bUe;jhs;. “i`.. ,J vd;dJ?” vd;W rpWkp khHfpj;ijf; Nfl;lhs;. 

“mJ te;J....” vd;W njhlq;f Muk;gpj;jhs; khHfpj;.  Mdhy; Mdhit 

mtSila mk;kh Nfhgj;NjhL gpd;dhy; ,Oj;jhs;. “,e;j khjpupahd 

Nfs;tpis Nfl;ff;f$lhJ> Mdh! vd; khdk; Nghr;R cd;dhy”;.  

“ehd; kw;w Foe;ijfspUe;J tpj;jpahrkhdts; ,y;iy"> vd;W 

jdf;Fs;NsNa Nrhfj;Jld; nrhy;ypf;nfhz;lhs; khHfpj;. Mdhtpd; mk;kh 

$wpaJ mtSf;Fg; Gupatpy;iy. 

 

 
Margit sees the young girl from the playground again, 

in front of a clothes store. 

Her mother is looking at the clothes. 

“What is this funny thing you have here,” the girl asks Margit. 

“That’s only a ....,” Margit begins to reply. 

But her mother pushes Anna angrily aside. 

“You shouldn’t ask such questions, Anna ! You really embarrass me.” 

“I am no different from the other children,” Margit says sadly to herself. 

She doesn’t understand Anna’s mother. 
 



 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

tajhd xU jhj;jh ghl;b flw;fiuapy; #upadpd; ,jkhd ntapypy; 

Neuj;ij fopj;Jf; nfhz;bUe;jdH. “INah ghtk;" vd;W $wp ghl;b 

nfhQ;rk; gzj;ij khHfpj; ifapy; Nghl;lhs;. “ehd; kw;w gps;isfis 

Nghy;jhd; ,Uf;fpNwd;” vd;W khHfpj; $w tpUk;gpdhs;. Mdhy;….  

 

An old man and an old woman are sunning themselves on the bench. 

“Because you are a poor thing,” says the woman and she puts some 

money into Margit’s hand. 

“I am as rich and as poor as the other 

children,” Margit wants to tell the woman. 

But . . . 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

jhj;jh, “cdf;F vd;dk;kh Mr;R?” vd;whH gupjhgg;gl;L. khHfpj; 

Nfhgj;jpy; rpte;jhs;! “vy;NyhUf;Fk; vd;djhd; Ntz;Lk;?” 

Kjy;Kiwahf ,d;Wjhd; nghUl;fis thq;f jdpahfr; nry;fpNwd;. 

“ehd; kw;w Foe;ijfspUe;J tpj;jpahrkhdts; ,y;iy"> vd;W 

$r;rypl;lhs;. jhj;jh ghl;bapd; nray; mtSf;Fg; Gupatpy;iy. 

 

 

. . . the old man takes pity and asks Margit, “What happened to you ?” 

Margit turns red with anger. 

“What do they all want from me ? “ Just today, when I have been allowed 

to go shopping the first time all by myself. 

“I’m no different from other children,” she shouts. 

She fails to understand the old man and the woman. 
 



 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

xUtopahf khHfpj; gy;nghUs; mq;fhbia mile;jhs;. EioT thrypy;, 

jd;dhy; jdpahf gbiaj; jhz;lKbahJ vd;gij czHe;jhs;. mtSf;F 

ahUk; cjttpy;iy. midtUk; mtHmtHghl;Lf;F Xbf;nfhz;bUe;jhHfs;. 

ahUNk mts; Njitia nghUl;gLj;jtpy;iy. “rptg;GKb” vd;W 

kw;wtHfshy; fpz;ly; nra;ag;gl;l me;jg; igad; jpBnud;W khHfpj; 

Kd;dhy; te;jhd;. mtd; khHfpj;ij gpd;njhlHe;J te;jpUf;fpwhd;. “`Nyh! 

ehd; rpfp” vd;W jd;id mwpKfg;gLj;jpf;nfhz;lhd;. “ehd; cjtl;Lkh?” 

vd;W Nfl;lhd;. “vd; ngaH khHfpj;”. epk;kjpNahL Gd;difj;jhs; mts;. 

“gpd;dhy; ,Uf;Fk; kpjpngly;Nky; fhy; itNad;” vd;W nrhd;dhs;. khHfpj; 

nrhy;gb rf;fu ehw;fhypia gpd;dhy; rha;j;jhd; rpfp. Kd;rf;fuq;fis 

gbNky;; itj;jhd;. gpwF gpd;rf;fuq;fisAk; gbiaj; jhz;litj;jhd;. 

“ed;wp!” vd;W rpfpaplk; $wpr;nrd;whs;. 

 

 

 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Finally Margit reaches the supermarket. At the entrance she notices that she 

cannot manage the step alone. No one helps her. Everyone is in a hurry.  

No one pays any attention to her. 

Suddenly the boy, who was being teased “red-head” is standing before her. 

He had been following her. 

“Hello, I am Sigi,” he introduces himself “Can I help you ?” “My name is Margit,” 

she smiles in relief. “Please step on the pedal at the back,” she begins to 

explain. Sigi tilts the wheel-chair up according to Margit’s instructions and 

raises the front wheels over the step. Then he raises the back wheels over the 

hurdle. “Thank you,” she calls out to Sigi. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 
She soon finds the milk and is reaching out for it. Suddenly someone hands it to 

her. The salesman smiles. 

“Can’t I take the milk on my own?” she wonders. 

She finds the fruit stand and is just reaching out for a bag of apples, 

when it is handed to her. The salesgirl smiles. 

Margit drops the apples angrily onto the wheelchair. 

“Can’t I take the apples myself, like the others,” she calls out. 

She doesn’t understand the sales girl. 
 

ghy; ,Uf;Fk; ,lj;ij gl;nld fz;lwpe;jhs;. mts; ghiy 

vLf;fg;ghHf;Fk;NghJ ahNuh rl;nld;W mij mtSf;F vLj;Jf;nfhLj;jhH. 

“Vd; ehNd vLj;Jg;NgNd?” mts; tpae;jhs;. gok; itf;fg;gl;bUe;j 

mykhupiaf; fz;lhs;. Mg;gps; vLf;fr; nrd;wNghJ tpw;gidg;ngz; 

mtsplk; mij vLj;Jf;nfhLj;jhs;. tpw;gidg;ngz; Gd;difj;jhs;. 

“kw;wtHfisg;Nghy;; Mg;gps;fis ehNd vLj;Jf;fkhl;Nld;;?”, Nfhgj;Jld; 

rf;fu tz;bapy; Mg;gps;fis Nghl;lhs;. khHfpj;Jf;F tpw;gidg;ngz;zpd;  

nray; Gupatpy;iy. 

me;j gzpahsHfis Gupe;Jf; nfhs;stpy;iy. 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

khHfpj; rhf;nyl; gp];nfl; mykhupfSf;F ,ilNa mkHe;J mo 

Muk;gpj;Jtpl;lhs;. “ftiyg;glhNj" vd;W Fuy; Nfl;lJ. mJ rpfp! 

“kf;fs; vd;id VNjh xU tpNdhjkhd capupdk; Nghy  

elj;Jf;fpwhHfs;.” vd;whs; khHfpj;. “vy;yhk; ,e;j rf;futz;bahy; 

jhd;", rpfp $wpdhd;. “Mdh> ,Jy mg;gb xd;Dk; ngUrh ,y;iyNa. 

ehd; gpwe;jjpypUe;Nj Czk;jhd;” vd;whs; khHfpj;. “Czk;dh vd;d?” 

Nfl;lhd; rpfp. “vd; fhy;fis vd;dhy; efHj;j KbahJ. rf;fu 

ehw;fhypNa vdJ ghjq;fs;. MdhYk; ehd; kw;w Foe;ijfspUe;J 

tpj;jpahrkhdts; ,y;iy”. jiyia mirj;j rpfp, “eP 

tpj;jpahrkhdts; jhd;” vd;whd;. “,y;iy! ePAk; ehDk; kj;jtq;fisg; 

Nghyjhd; ,Uf;Nfhk;!” vd;whs; khHfpj;. kWgbAk; jiy mirj;j rpfp> 

“eP rf;fu ehw;fhypapy; cl;fhHe;jp;Uf;fpwha;. vdf;F rptg;G Kb. ePAk; 

ehDk; xU tpjj;jpy; tpNr\khdtHfs;”. khHfpj;jpw;F xd;Wk; 

Gupatpy;iy. rpfp mtis mioj;Jr; nrd;whd;. 

 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 

Margit sits between the shelves with chocolates and biscuits and cries. 

“Don’t be so sad,” says someone suddenly. It is Sigi. 

“People behave as if I am some strange creature.” 

“That’s because of your wheel-chair,” says Sigi. 

“But there is nothing special about that,” says Margit “I am lame since 

birth.” “What is lame,” asks Sigi. 

“I can’t move my legs. My feet are the wheel-chair. But I am still no 

different from the other children.” 

Sigi shakes his head,” You are different.” 

“No ! You and I, we are like the others ! “ says Margit. 

Sigi again shakes his head, “You sit in a wheel-chair. I have red-hair. You 

and I have something special.” 

Margit doesn’t understand him. Sigi takes her by the hand and pulls her 

with him. 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mtHfs; ntspNa nry;Yk; topapy; epd;whHfs;. “cd;dhy; gy 

Ntiyfis jdpahf nra;aKbAk;. Mdhy; rpy Neuq;fspy; cjtp 

Njitg;gLk;. vy;yhiuAk; Nghyj;jhd;" vd;whd; rpfp. “gbiaj; jhz;l 

ahiuahtJ cjtp Nfs;". khHfpj; kdcWjp nfhz;lhs;.  Ntfkhf 

nrd;Wnfhz;bUe;j xUtuplk; cjtp Nfl;lhs;. mtH Kfk; thbaJ. 

“INah!..ehd; cd;idg; ghHf;ftpy;iy....njupatpy;iy....vg;gb"> jpifj;j 

mtH cjtpdhH. rpfpAk;; khHfpj;Jk; fz;zbj;Jf; nfhz;lhHfs;. 

 

 

They stop at the exit. “You can do a lot of things on your own. 

But sometimes you need help. Like everyone else,” says Sigi. 

“Ask someone to help you over the step.” 

Margit gathers up courage. She asks a man passing by in a hurry. 

The man turns red. “ I didn’t see you, . . . didn’t know. . . and how,” 

he stammers and helps.  

Sigi and Margit wink at each other. 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
The old man and the old woman are still sitting on the bench. 

Margit taps the woman on the arm. “We feel sorry for you too,” 

she says and puts a lollipop into her hand, “ this is for you.” 

The old woman is shocked. She gapes at Margit. 

“You wanted to know what happened to me?” Margit asks the man. 

“I’ve found a friend and I’m happy . . . ,” she laughs. “Someone special,” adds Sigi. 

Both Margit and Sigi turn around and around 

 until the old man and the old woman start feeling dizzy. 
 

jhj;jh ghl;b ,UtUk; ,d;Dk; me;jf; flw;fiuapNyNa mkHe;jpUe;jdH. 

khHfpj; me;jg; ghl;bapd; Njhs;fisj; jl;b> “INah ghtk; ghl;;b ePq;f!"> 

vd;W $wptpl;L yhypghg;ig ghl;bapd; ifapy; nfhLj;jhs;. “,J 

cq;fSf;F”, vd;whs;. ghl;bf;F xNu mjpHr;rp! ghl;b mg;gbNa 

Kopj;jhs;!!  “vdf;F vd;d Mr;Rd;D  njupQ;Rf;fZkh jhj;jh?” khHfpj; 

Nfl;lhs;. “vdf;F xU ez;gd; fplr;rpl;lhd;> mjdhy ehd; kfpo;r;rpah 

,Uf;Nfd;...." vd;W rpupj;jhs;. “kpfTk; tpj;jpahrkhdtd;, 

tpNr\khdtd;!” vd;whd; rpfp.;; khHfpj;Jk; rpfpAk; Rj;jpr;Rj;jp te;jhHfs;. 

jhj;jh ghl;bf;Nfh jiy Rj;jpaJ. 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

rhiyia flf;Fk; ,lj;jpy; MdhitAk; mts; mk;khitAk; kWgbAk; 

fz;lhHfs;. ,e;jKiw Mdh ve;jf; Nfs;tpAk; Nfl;ftpy;iy. Nfs;tpfs; 

Nfl;ff;$lhJ vd;W mts; fw;wpUe;jhs;. “`Nyh"> vd;W khHfpj; 

Mdhitf; $g;gpl;L> “ehd; CzKw;wts;” vd;whs;. Mdhtpd; mk;kh 

mjpHr;rpaile;jhs;. “mg;gbd;dh vd;d?", Mdh Nfl;lhs;. “cjhuzj;Jf;F,  

elf;f ,ayhkNghtJ” khHfpj; tpsf;fpdhs;. “ehk elf;f Ntz;lhk;,  

mg;gbNa nrha;a;a;…apD efuyhk;" vd;whd; rpfp. 

 

 

At the zebra crossing they again meet Anna and her mother. 

This time Anna doesn’t ask any questions. 

She has learnt that one doesn’t. 

“Hello,” Margit calls out to her “I am handicapped”. 

Anna’s mother is horrified. “What does that mean, handicapped ?” asks 

Anna. “For example, not being able to walk,” explains Margit. 

“We don’t need to walk, we can ride,” explains Sigi. 
 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

khHfpj;jpd; rf;futz;bapd; gpd;dhy; rpfp Vwpf;nfhz;lhd;. mtHfs; 

,UtUk; njUtpy; tpH…nud nrd;whHfs;. MdhTk; mtHfNshL 

$lNt Xbdhs;.  

 

Sigi gets onto the back of Margit’s wheel-chair. 

They both zoom down the street. Anna runs with them. 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

,e;j KiwAk; kf;fs; ghHj;jhHfs;. Fwpg;ghf f/Ngapy; 

,Ug;gtUk;, nra;jpj;jhs;;fil ngz;kzpAk;. Mdhy;> khHfpj;ij 

,J ,dpAk; rq;flg;gLj;jtpy;iy. 

Kw;Wk; 

 

 

 

This time too, people stare. 

Specially the man in the cafe and the fat woman selling newspapers. 

But it doesn’t bother Margit anymore. 

 

END 
 

 



 


